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Racism is  one of  Europe’s—and indeed,  the wor ld ’s—most  press ing
chal lenges.  Unt i l  we address th is  issue,  our  soc iet ies wi l l  s t ruggle to
make last ing progress on any f ront .  The advancement  of  soc iety
depends on everyone work ing together ,  each contr ibut ing the i r  un ique
ta lents  and capaci t ies,  whi le  a lso drawing f rom the r ichness of  d iverse
cul tures,  customs,  and exper iences.  A European Union (EU) that  t ru ly
va lues “un i ty  in  d ivers i ty”  is  not  about  mere coexis tence,  nor  is  i t  about
ask ing cer ta in  groups to  f i t  in to  an ex is t ing f ramework.  Instead,  i t  is
about  harness ing d iverse contr ibut ions,  learn ing f rom one another ,  and
co-creat ing someth ing new.

The EU p lays a cruc ia l  ro le  in  address ing rac ism—not  on ly  through i ts
legal  f rameworks and pol ic ies but  a lso by set t ing a mora l  s tandard,
shaping narrat ives,  and promot ing speci f ic  pract ices.  By doing so,  i t
can help char t  a  path toward meaningfu l  and last ing change.

The advancement of
society depends on
everyone, with the ful l
range of their  talents and
capacities,  working
together. “Racism can only be addressed through the

understanding of the oneness of humanity

Racism, rooted in  ignorance and perpetuated by d iv is ion,  can u l t imate ly
only  be overcome through a profound understanding of  the inherent
oneness of  humani ty .  Th is  understanding t ranscends the mere
acknowledgment  of  our  equal  r ights—it  ca l ls  for  a  recogni t ion that ,
regard less of  our  d iverse or ig ins,  backgrounds,  t rad i t ions,  be l ie fs ,  or
l ived exper iences,  we are a l l  members of  a  s ingular ,  in terconnected
fami ly .  I t  is  prec ise ly  th is  d ivers i ty  that  enr iches and beaut i f ies  the
fabr ic  o f  humani ty .



Racism, rooted in ignorance
and perpetuated by division,
can ultimately only be
overcome through a profound
understanding of the inherent
oneness of humanity.  “

Without  a  wholehear ted embrace of  the pr inc ip le  that  humani ty  is
ind iv is ib le ,  the perpetuat ion of  arb i t rary  and imaginary d iv is ions—of
“us”  versus “ them”—wi l l  cont inue to  deepen the f ragmentat ion of
soc iety .  The creat ion of  an “other”  fosters  the dangerous inc l inat ion to
v iew th is  or  that  group as in fer ior  or  threatening.  Only  by recogniz ing
that  there is  on ly  an “us, ”  can we d ismant le  the forces that  susta in
pre jud ice.

A long term process that requires
transformative policies

The deep-rooted af f l ic t ion of  pre jud ice that  permeates our  soc iety ,  and
the comprehensive s teps requi red to  eradicate i t ,  demand a sober ing
real izat ion:  th is  is  a  long- term endeavor ,  yet  one that  requi res
immediate act ion.  I t  is  a  process that  must  be susta ined and
intent ional ,  ensur ing that  every ind iv idual  and every segment  of  soc iety
is  nur tured wi th  a profound understanding of  our  shared humani ty .
 
Measures that  are pure ly  puni t ive,  though necessary,  wi l l  not  address
the root  cause of  rac ism unless they a lso foster  a  deeper  understanding
of  our  co l lect ive ident i ty .  Moreover ,  we should not  be content  wi th
reducing the work ahead to  a mere set  o f  words or  quotas.  V ig i lance
must  be mainta ined to  prevent  the promot ion of  overs impl i f ied
narrat ives and act ions that  may inadver tent ly  deepen ex is t ing d iv is ions.
Ef for ts  a imed at  eradicat ing rac ism must  be t ransformat ive,  foster ing a
new understanding of  who we are.



A collective endeavor cal l ing
for universal  participation

Address ing the root  causes of  rac ism a lso
cal ls  for  a  mul t i faceted in tervent ion that
extends across a l l  leve ls  of  soc iety .  I t  requi res
not  on ly  the unwaver ing commitment  o f  every
inst i tu t ion and s t ructure,  f rom munic ipa l i t ies  to
spor ts  organizat ions,  but  a lso the act ive and
wholehear ted engagement  of  ind iv iduals  and
communi t ies a l ike.

I t  must  not  just  inc lude a l l ,  but  a lso be
access ib le  to  a l l .  Care must  be taken to  avoid
d iv id ing people in to  categor ies such as
informed or  un informed,  “wi th  us”  or  “against
us” .  The predominant  concern must  be to
gradual ly  widen the c i rc le  of  par t ic ipat ion in
the long- term,  pat ient  work of  t ransforming
society .

Communities must
collaborate,  not occasionally
interact

Racism pers is ts  and thr ives when d iverse
populat ions ex is t  in  soc ia l  contexts  where they
merely  l ive s ide by s ide,  wi thout  meaningfu l
oppor tun i t ies for  in teract ion,  as is  o f ten the
case in  many European c i t ies,  towns,  and
vi l lages.  An essent ia l  e lement  o f  any s t ra tegy
to combat  rac ism is ,  therefore,  address ing the
broader  dynamics of  communi ty  l i fe  wi th in
neighborhoods.  

I t  is  wi th in  ne ighborhoods that  ind iv iduals  f rom
diverse backgrounds have dai ly  oppor tun i t ies
to engage wi th  one another .  When these
interact ions are genuine and purposefu l ,
ra ther  than inc identa l ,  people can encounter
d i f ferent  perspect ives,  forge connect ions,  and
gain a deeper  understanding of  one another ’s  



l i ved exper iences.  For  such engagement  to  be
last ing,  i t  o f ten needs to  center  around a
shared in i t ia t ive that  addresses the
communi ty ’s  needs and contr ibutes to  i ts
mora l ,  in te l lectua l ,  and mater ia l  wel l -be ing.  

Inst i tu t ions p lay a cruc ia l  ro le  in  foster ing and
shaping in teract ions at  that  leve l  and at  the
same t ime must  ensure that  grassroots
perspect ives in form the i r  po l ic ies.

Education must foster
commitment towards al l  of
humanity

The character  o f  a  soc iety  is  large ly  shaped
by how i ts  young members are taught  to
perce ive the wor ld  and one another .  I f  ch i ldren
and youth are educated in  ways that ,  even
subt ly ,  re in force the concept  o f  an i l lusory
"other , "  or  fa i l  to  act ive ly  chal lenge and
reshape th is  not ion,  eradicat ing pre jud ice wi l l
become an insurmountable chal lenge.

Thus,  educat ional  systems must  foster  the
understanding of  the inherent  oneness of
humani ty ,  whi le  a lso h igh l ight ing the unique
and invaluable contr ibut ions that  the d ivers i ty
of  ind iv iduals  and communi t ies br ing to  the
advancement  of  soc iety .

This  should not  be seen as a one-of f  in i t ia t ive
or  occas ional  pro ject  wi th in  schools  and
univers i t ies or  a  mere course des igned to
convey facts .  Rather ,  promot ing th is
awareness should be v iewed as one of  the
core responsib i l i t ies  of  educat ion.  Educat ional
ph i losophy and curr icu la  must  therefore be
re imagined wi th  th is  pr inc ip le  at  the foref ront .



A commitment  to  recogniz ing humani ty ’s  oneness natura l ly  leads to  the
responsib i l i ty  o f  each s tudent  to  ident i fy  and confront  pre jud ice in  a l l  i ts
forms,  whether  over t  or  subt le .  Educat ional  systems must  equip
students wi th  the abi l i ty  to  cr i t ica l ly  assess the i r  soc iety—its  f laws and
oppor tun i t ies for  progress—and inst i l l  in  them a sense of  mora l  duty  to
act .

The predominant concern
must be to gradually widen
the circle of participation in
the long-term, patient work
of transforming society.”The dist inct  role of  youth

The unique ro le  of  youth in  e f for ts  to  combat  rac ism must  be
par t icu lar ly  emphasized.  Thei r  innate abi l i ty  to  be act ive agents of
change and to  lead these ef for ts  should be fu l ly  nur tured and
encouraged.  Youth engagement  in  th is  context  is  boundless,  but  we
would l ike to  ment ion two key aspects  here.

F i rs t ,  no ef for t  should be spared to  invo lve d iverse young people in
spaces where s ign i f icant  dec is ions are made,  ensur ing that  Europe
becomes a p lace where youth,  regard less of  the i r  background,  fee l  they
belong and can act ive ly  contr ibute to  shaping i ts  fu ture.

Secondly ,  as out l ined in  the prev ious sect ion,  youth must  be at  the
foref ront  o f  in i t ia t ives to  foster  new re la t ionships among d iverse
populat ions at  the grassroots  leve l .  When adequate ly  suppor ted,  youth
have a remarkable capaci ty  to  br ing people together ,  organiz ing and
engaging in  act iv i t ies  that  enhance the wel l -be ing of  ent i re
communi t ies.



”A foreign policy embedded in humanity’s
oneness and interconnectedness

Racism not  on ly  shapes how we perce ive ind iv iduals  and communi t ies,
but  a lso in f luences how we v iew and engage wi th  other  cont inents .  Th is
ca l ls  for  European inst i tu t ions to  cr i t ica l ly  examine the under ly ing
assumpt ions and at t i tudes that  in form the i r  fore ign pol icy ,  ensur ing that
in ternat ional  a f fa i rs  are carr ied out  wi th  a fu l l  awareness of  the
oneness of  humani ty .

V iewing another  cont inent  through the lens of  oneness means
acknowledging that  every par t  o f  the wor ld  of fers  va luable ins ights  and
plays an i r rep laceable ro le  in  advancing humani ty  as a whole.  I t
suggests  that  pat terns of  engagement  are grounded in  humi l i ty ,
recogniz ing that  no reg ion has per fected a model  for  o thers to  fo l low.  I t
a lso means ensur ing that  every par t  o f  the wor ld  does i ts  u tmost  to
enable a l l  cont inents  to  advance.

This  perspect ive has numerous concrete po l icy  impl icat ions.  For
instance,  i t  demands that  development  is  seen not  as a process carr ied
out  by one group or  cont inent  for  the benef i t  o f  another ,  but  as a
col lect ive endeavor  grounded in  the recogni t ion that  a l l  reg ions are par t
o f  a  shared journey of  mutual  learn ing.  I t  requi res that  po l ic ies in  areas
such as agr icu l ture,  migrat ion,  development ,  t rade,  and f inance a im at
genuinely  advancing g lobal  wel l -be ing,  ra ther  than benef i t ing one par t
o f  the wor ld  at  the expense of  another .  I t  genera l ly  ca l ls  for  moving
away f rom paternal is t ic  po l ic ies and language.

***

Their innate abil ity to be
active agents of change and
to lead these efforts should
be ful ly nurtured and
encouraged. 
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